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As you can probably tell by the banners and the way the stage is set that today is Palm Sunday. This day marks the day Jesus entered Jerusalem with the shouts and praises of the people.

People cried out Hosanna, Hosanna (which means “save or rescue us, savior”). Save us our savior! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord—to save us. 

The people cried as they laid palm branches and their garments on the ground before Jesus as he rode into the city riding on the back of a donkey.

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the week where we remember Jesus’ last week on earth and all that he went through.

· Palm Sunday’s Triumphal Entry.
· Monday Jesus Clears the Temple.
· Tuesday in Jerusalem, Mount of Olives.
· Thursday’s Passover, Last Supper.
· Good Friday’s Trial, Crucifixion, Death, Burial.
· Saturday in the Tomb.

And that takes us to Easter Sunday, which we will celebrate next week.

This whole coming week it a reminder that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born of a virgin, who lived a sinless life died on the cross the pay the penalty for the sin of the word and rose again on the third day to offer redemption and a new and eternal life to all who would believe in Him.
Do you believe this!? Do you? Then let me ask you this. 

Do you believe that Jesus Christ is in fact the only way to a relationship with God the Father and the entrance into His eternal Kingdom?

Yes or no? Let me ask you again. This is important.

Do you actually, really, believe that Jesus Christ is the only way to a relationship with God the Father and entrance into His eternal Kingdom?

Yes or no!? I believe you.

Here then is one more question. Do you believe that there is unlimited room in God’s Kingdom for whomever believers?

Yes or no? Let me ask you again. 

Do you really believe that there is unlimited room, space available, for anybody, regardless of what they have done, (I’ve changed question a bit), regardless of what they have done so long as they have bowed their knee to Jesus Christ?

Do you believe this!?

Then, doesn’t it make sense, if we answered yes to both of those questions, that we would be passionate about to tell as many people as possible while there is time?

Yes or no?

Here’s the deal. If you are here this morning and you are a Christian, then at some point in your life someone shared with you, somebody came to you and began the journey of introducing you to this eternal relationship with God the Father through Jesus Christ. 

It might have been your parents or a friend or a co-worker or a fellow student, it might have been a Sunday school teacher or VBS volunteer, but someone took the time to introduce you to Jesus.

For me, it was my shop leader while I was in the Navy and stationed in Key West Florida.

I am “eternally grateful” for this man’s repeated and persistent invitation to a home Bible study where I was introduced to Christ.
 
I look forward to seeing him one day in heaven where I will thank him.

I have often asked myself what if he had not taken the time, or had the courage to speak up, where my life would be today.

If he hadn’t been persistent and consistent in his efforts to introduce me to Jesus Christ, would someone else have spoken up if he hadn’t? 

This is the essence of our final practice that we are looking at today—Sharing My Faith.

If you would please turn in your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 5, 2 Cor. 5:19.

Our Key idea for this morning is there on the screen: I share my faith with others to fulfill God’s purposes.

Here are three simple truthful principles.

The first is there on the insert in your bulleting:

1. God calls us to share our faith

God actually calls you to share your faith.

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:19-20: …in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and [God] entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

We have been given the ministry of reconciliation. Think about this. 

Without Christ, everybody is at odds with God and is not in a relationship with Him. 

We are by nature enemies with God and separated from Him. But God the Father wants to have our relationship with Him reconciled. 

And it is our ministry to help these people reconcile with God as we have been reconciled with God.

In fact we have been made “…Christ’s ambassadors” through whom God is “making his appeal” to the lost.

It is also interesting to note that instead of us making an appeal to God on behalf of our family and neighbors: “Please God accept this person that I love”, it’s flipped; God is wanting to make an appeal to this person through us.

God is not folding his arms and being resistant, but rather He is being proactive to peruse the people who are lost.

And He is inviting us to make the appeal. You tap your neighbor on the shoulder and you say God wants me to make this appeal. He, the one true God, wants to be in a relationship with you.

What an awesome responsibility. God is making his appeal to people he wants to be in relationship with through you. Yikes!
This leads to our Key Question today – How do I share my faith with those who don’t know God?

Let’s be real here. For most people this practice of share our faith with others is a scary thing.

This subject freaks most people out – like public speaking. Studies show that most people are more afraid of speaking in public than dying. 

Basically what people are saying to me is that “I would rather die than to have my job? 

Because sharing our faith is a little like speaking publicly we are intimidated by the thought of taking this grand connection with God, and even though at the end of the day it is really a simple thing, finding words to describe it can sometimes be too much for some people.

Also, I think we fear rejection. Don’t we? What if we engage in this relationship and actually step out and talk to them about Jesus Christ and the offer of reconciliation—and they reject it—reject us?

What happens to the relationship then? And so I think we sometimes hold back in fear of rejection and the loss of our relationship with them.

But: God calls us to share our faith

So let me give you two more principles this morning to help you and to encourage you in this God sized assignment you have been given. 

Flip over to Acts 2:42-47. Here Dr. Luke makes this comment about the growth of the first church that gathered in Jerusalem.

Take special note of the last sentence of the passage.

“42 And they [the early believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Every single day people somebody was coming to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Every day, not just Sunday. But all through the week.

How did they pull that off?

Now, look back at the beginning of the paragraph, in verse 42, at what this group of early Christians devoted themselves to. 

They devoted themselves to four things. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Notice that they didn’t devote themselves to evangelism and yet people were coming to Christ every single day. What does that tell us? 

Evangelism was the natural overflow of their own personal development in Jesus Christ.

Fill in the next blank in your notes. Principle number 2:
2. Living your faith is the best way to share your faith

The biggest attraction to Jesus Christ is when His people authentically live like him and for him every day of the week, not just on Sunday but in the home, in the neighborhood, at work, at school, wherever you go.

So we learn this: Discipleship of God’s people is the best strategy for evangelism. 

That is the mission of Christ Community: Knowing, Growing and Showing the love of Christ. 

Discipleship is the process of helping each other come to know God deeper, to grow in Christlikeness through the power of the Holy Spirit and to learn to show the love of Christ to others through our deeds and our words.

The better we know God the more we become like Christ. The more we become like Christ the better we show His love for the lost.

When this happens, lost people are found. This is our evangelism strategy. It is for you to become more like Jesus.

When you grow, the church grows. 

But, you are also called to this final principle:
3. Speaking up about your faith when the time is right

You are to not only live your faith, faithfully becoming more and more like Christ, but you are also called to courageously speak up when the time is right and tell people about your relationship with Christ.

I love the Old Testament story of Naaman. It’s found 2 Kings 5. 

Naaman is the commander of the army of the King of Syria (or Aram depending on your translation) – a country north and west of Israel. And they were not followers of Yahweh, the God of Israel. 

Life is great for Naaman that is until he discovers that he has contracted leprosy. Leprosy a pretty nasty skin disease that eats your skin, often causing deformities and would require you to be quarantined in a leprosy camp away from people. 

Naaman has found himself in a bit of a crisis. 

In 2 Kings 5:2 we read this: “Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife.”

Here is a young girl who was kidnapped for the land where the people worshiped the one true God and is taken to a foreign land and made the slave girl of Naaman’s wife. What a terrible thing to happen. 

Can you imagine how terrified this young girl must have been to find herself in a foreign country?

Maybe you feel that way today. You are in your own foreign land. You have no idea why God has allowed you to be here.

This young girl was terrified for sure but she is about to find out God was writing another story and had a very distinct purpose for why she was there.

God has this girl there at just the right time. 

Courageously, she speaks up and says to Naaman’s wife in the next verse, verse 3: “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”

Under normal circumstances a young slave girl from Israel in a foreign land would have never speak up in front of the commander of the army, to him or to his wife.

She would be, at best, laughed or dismissed, or possibly beaten for her suggestion. Under normal situations she would be too intimidated to have ever spoken up.

But in this particular case it’s the right time. Because Naaman finds himself in crisis. And crisis is always the right time to tell your friend or family member about Jesus because it is in times of crisis they are listening.

Sometimes it is hard to speak to people about faith when life seems to be working out and everything is going well. 

My goal is to build relationships with, and to live out my faith in front of, people who appear to have it all together and are uninterested in God. 

Then, I just wait, patiently, for the “wheels to fall of their wagon,” for a crisis to hit. Then they are usually all ears.

Naaman, the commander of the army, listens and gets a big pile of cash from the King and heads off to Israel. 

The king of Syria send a letter to the king of Israel who at this time in history the nation of Israel is an evil king who is not following God.

When he gets the letter from the king of Syria that he is sending his commander of his army to Israel to be healed of leprosy.

Listen to the evil kings response: 2 Kings 5:7: “And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 

Here is an important lesson for us. We do not heal. We do not save. The king of Israel had it all wrong. 

It is only God who heals. It is only God who saves.

Our job is that of an ambassador. We are the messenger of the one who can heal and save. Amen?!

So Naaman makes his way to Israel and finally meets up with the prophet Elisha. Well actually he doesn’t meet Elisha,

Elisha sends his servant to meet with Naaman. And that tics Naaman off because he had brought a boat load of cash to meet with the big guy.

Nevertheless, Elisha’s servant simply tell Naaman to go wash himself seven times in the Jordan River and he will be healed. 

Now Naaman was a proud man and he was offended and he objects to what Elisha told him to do. It was a pride issue. 

By the way, pride is one of the single greatest obstacles for your friends, coworkers and family members to overcome before coming to Christ.

At the end of the day it is not an intellectual argument that stands in the way it is their pride.

So pride gets in Haaman’s away and he says to the servant of Elisha that the waters of Damascus, where he is from, were even cleaner that the waters of the Jordan, so he refuses. 

He goes way angry.

But then listen to what Naaman’s servants say to him in 2 Kings 5:13: “But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”

Essentially, they are saying, you came all this way. You are sick. Put down your pride and take a bath in the Jordan. What have you got to lose?

Naaman swallow’s his pride and humbles himself, which is necessary when coming to God. 

He does what Elisha suggests, which is obviously a picture of being washed clean in the blood of Christ, and he is instantly healed and then makes this declaration – 

After he is healed, Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said in 2 Kings 5:15: …“Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.” 

Naaman makes a public profession of faith!

This conversion happens because a frighten young girl speaks up. 

This is what we are called to do as well – when the time is right to have the courage to speak up and share our faith.

Wrap up:
God calls you and me to share our faith

The best way to share your faith is to live it out everywhere you go. 

Your investment in your own relationship with Christ and spiritual development to become like Christ is the most effective tool in our evangelism toolbox.

[bookmark: _GoBack]God calls us to have the courage to speak up about our faith when the time is right. 

Let me close with our Key Verse from Ephesians 6:19-20:

“Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

I want to do that for you now – pray that God gives you the courage to speak up fearlessly as his ambassador.

Prayer
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